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everything genuine, solid material with natural and appropriate adornment.
In reality the contrast is not as harsh as we, following Goethe's indications, have here represented it to be; but he saw it and felt it to be so, even before he reached Rome. When he viewed in Spoleto the antique aqueduct which spans a gorge with its great arches he said: "Now this is the third * work of the ancients that I have seen. . . , Now I feel for the first time how justly I hated all capricious structures, such as the Winterkasten on the Weissenstein [Wilhelmshohe Castle near Kassel] for example, a nothing for nothing's sake, a monstrous epergne of confectionery, and a thousand other things in the same category. They are all still-born; for that which has no true inward existence has no life and cannot be great or become great."
Even if the Roman structures in Verona, Assisi, and, Spoleto had awakened such profound joy in his soul, his delight must have been much greater when he saw the majestic works of the ancients in Rome, from the Pantheon and the Colosseum to the tomb of Cecilia Metella on the Appian Way, and the miles of aqueducts in the Campagna. " Here one must become solid," is a pregnant expression of his from the beginning of his sojourn in Rome.
It was a glorious thing for Goethe to revel in this great world. And to heighten his enjoyment the circumstances of his life in Rome left nothing to be desired. He had taken lodgings with the painter Tischbein, an original nature, of cheerful instincts, and lived very happily with him and his young housemates, the painters Schutz and Bury. He still preserved his incognito, throwing it off only to a small circle of German artists and amateurs of art, at the same time pledging each of them not to betray his presence, nor mention his rank or name. To this circle belonged, in addition to the above-mentioned: Privy Councillor Reiffen-stein, for the last twenty-four years a resident of Rome, ancl exceptionally well informed on matters of interest in the
* The first was the Amphitheatre in Verona, the second the temple. of Minerva in Assisi.